


Welcome and Thank You

We thank you for your cooperation in settling 

your children into life at St. Augustine’s 

School.

We’ve been overwhelmed at the children’s 

positive attitude and resilience in coping 

with

new routines since they started with us.

We’ve enjoyed getting to know your children 

and this transition time has allowed us to 

spend quality time with the children and to

settle them in in a calm way.



The EYFS curriculum is split into Prime and Specific areas. The prime areas are important 

because they lay the foundations for children’s success in all other areas of learning and of life.

The specific areas provide the range of experiences and opportunities for children to broaden 

their knowledge and skills:
The Prime Areas of learning are:

•Personal, Social and Emotional Development;

•Communication and Language;

•Physical Development.

The Specific Areas of learning are:

•Literacy;

•Mathematics;

•Understanding the World;

•Expressive Arts and Design.

At the beginning of your child’s reception year, we carry out assessment activities with the

reception class staff. These are called ‘Baseline Assessments’ and provide information regarding

your child’s starting point at the beginning of their school life. The assessments cover early

literacy, communication, language and mathematics skills.

For more information regarding the Baseline Assessment, please refer to:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

Please note that while we are using Tapestry this year to communicate some of the children’s

achievements in child initiated activities, we are also using exercise books to evidence the

children’s work and you will get the chance to see these at Parent’s meetings that will take

place later this term.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents


Relationships and Health Education
(RHE)

From September 2020, it has become a 

statutory requirement that

Children are taught Relationships and Health 

Education.

Here is some background information for you 

to read, published by the

Department for Education.

For further guidance, please refer to :

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk

/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/907638/RSE_pri

mary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
As a Catholic School, we teach RHE from a 

faith perspective, using an approved

Scheme called ‘Life to the Full’ which is 

produced by Ten Ten Resources.

When your child starts school, we will inform 

you of the lesson focus for each week and 

you will be given access to a Parent Portal 

that will provide you with further 

information.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907638/RSE_primary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf


The Catholic Life of our school is at the heart of everything we do.

Our school mission statement is our prayer.

‘Lead us Lord,
To Act Justly,

To Love Tenderly,
And to Walk humbly. 

Amen.’

We ask the Lord to lead us in our relationships with one another and to lead us in all 
our work at school.  
We are proud to form part of Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish and work closely with 
our Parish Priest and the Parish Deacons.
Our Catholic Life encompasses our work in RE and also the Worship Life of our school.

Catholic Life
and 

Our School Mission Statement 



Classroom Routines



Classroom Routines-PE

From Monday 20th September, as you know your child will

be attending school full time.

We ask that to aid their entry into school, you hand your

child to a member of the Reception Team at the light blue exterior door (the door that we 

exit from.)

This will allow the staff to settle the children into the classroom calmly and help them 

develop their independence skills.

As shown on the timetable, the children will have PE on Thursday and Fridays.

As Friday is our longer PE session with our Sports Coach, Julien Lawes, we will only dress 

in our PE kits on that day.

We will send the kits home to be washed at the end of each half term.

As mentioned before, we ask that all items of clothing are named and that PE shoes are 

well fitting.

Thank you.



You will have already been informed of the day that your 

child will have their books changed. As well as having 3 

books from our reading schemes, (please remember to 

refer to the reading with your child sheet we gave you in 

the book bag on your child’s first day,) your child also 

chooses their own book from the class library. 

We actively encourage the children to read for pleasure 

and ask that you support your child with their reading. We 

ask that you read with your child 5 times a week and 

record the book titles and every reading experience you 

share with your child. As well as sharing the children’s 

school books, please do also record any bedtime stories you 

share.

We have a reading challenge at school and for every 30, 60 

and 100 reads, the children receive a special badge they 

can wear to school each day as well as a 

Reading certificate.

The children will participate in weekly guided reading at 

school as well sometimes reading individually with a 

member of the reception team. 

Classroom Routines-Reading



Celebration Time 
Every day in Reception we have a ‘Celebration time.’
This time allows the children to share positive achievements with their class.
It’s lovely for us to celebrate the whole child by having positive contributions from home.
We ask you to become involved by communicating home achievements on Tapestry. By using this platform, 
photos can be attached, bringing the Wow to life.
We have had celebration time in reception for many years and the children really benefit from the positive 
response they receive from their classmates and staff.
Here are some examples of ‘Wow’ moments.

_______ learned to 
ride his/her bike 

with out stabilisers
for the first time this 

weekend.

_________ helped 
plant some seeds 
with grandad at his 
allotment yesterday.

___________ 
helped to lay the 
table for dinner last 
night.

Yesterday at 
dinnertime, 
________ ate 
broccoli for the first 
time and liked it.

_____________ 
helped to look after 
his brother when he 
fell over yesterday.

____________ has 
learned to swim 
with a float across 
the pool for the 
first time.



Parents In Partnership

Weekly phonics

Weekly IXL Links

Termly Home Learning Grid

Termly Timetable

Termly Knowledge Organiser

Tapestry 

Parentmail

Coming Soon…

IXL

Google Classroom

Reading Planet

Parent Portal for Relationships 

And Health Education

Working in close partnership with you is key in providing your child 

with the best possible provision.

To keep you fully informed and to assist you when working with your 

child, as well as the reading books we issue, we also provide:



Parents In Partnership



Pupil Premium

Medication

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/pupil-premium

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, you may be entitled to extra 

funding for your child in the form of the Pupil Premium.

To see if you are eligible, please go to The Dorset For You website by 

following the link below:

Up to Date Information

If your child needs to receive any form of prescribed medication in school, you must 

complete a medical administration form which can be obtained from the school office. In the 

case of inhalers, it is your responsibility to ensure the medication is in date and that when 

you complete the forms, you are very clear in its administration. Thank you.

In order to safeguard your child, it is critical that we have up to date contact information. Any time 

that you change your phone number or move house, pleasure ensure that the school is fully 

informed.

Similarly, if there is a change to collection arrangements for your child, ring the school office in 

advance of the end of the school day to explain the change of arrangements and this way this can be 

communicated to your child to avoid unnecessary distress.

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/education-and-training/schools-and-learning/at-school/pupil-premium

