
  

KNOWLEDGE  ORGANISER 

Year 2 



Curriculum Intent Statement - 

At St. Augustine's Catholic Primary School, we are passionate about children's learning. The Cognitive Load 

research theory and Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction highlights that children learn through remembering 

and recalling and this theory is embedded this within the knowledge of our curriculum. 

‘Learning is Remembering and Recalling...’ 

Our curriculum is planned and sequenced around the specific vision of the National Curriculum, our 

Curriculum Drivers, the Laudato Si and the Gospel Values. This is based upon our School Catholic Mission 
that we have a moral purpose for our pupils to flourish in a safe, happy and stimulating environment, and 

leave us with the knowledge and skills, personal qualities and aspirations, to make the world a better place, 

inspired by the Gospel. We believe that this core belief underpins everything we do here at St. Augustine's. 

St. Augustine’s curriculum will provide inspiring and relevant learning opportunities for our children to 

develop the knowledge and skills that can be fluently applied across all subject areas. It will ensure that all 

children's individual needs and experiences are developed through local, national and global contexts. 

In order for children to relate to their learning, topic areas will be carefully planned and supported through 
external visitors talking about their experiences, or class trips to supplement the children's learning. 



 

  



 

School Mission Statement 

Lead us Lord, 

To act justly, 

To love tenderly, 

And to walk humbly. 

Amen 



                       Let’s Go Exploring! 

 

This term, Year 2 are learning about a range of explorers and the amazing places they visited. We have lots of exciting things planned, including: 

 A trip to Portland Museum to find out about local pirates and smugglers! 

 Creating our own Arctic scene in Art. 

 Explore the adventures of Captain James Cook, Ernest Shackleton and explore the voyage of the Titanic. 

 We will be creating our own aboriginal art and explore traditional Australian tales. 

 Finally, we will be having a local fisherman talk to us about how lifeboats have changed since the Titanic. 

How can I help my child with this topic: 

 Take part in some of the topic grid tasks – this can be found on Google Classroom. 

 The next few slides will show you some of the things that we will be covering within specific subjects. Each subject will look at a specific set of 

skills that will allow children to consolidate and build upon prior knowledge. 

Websites your child might enjoy: 

 https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/would-you-have-survived-the-titanic/ 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM0Zk6-s3UY  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6DSMZ8b3LE  

The next few slides will show you some of the things that we will be covering within specific subjects. Each subject will 

look at a specific set of skills that will allow children to meet the National Curriculum objectives within Year 2. 

 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/history/general-history/would-you-have-survived-the-titanic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM0Zk6-s3UY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6DSMZ8b3LE


English - KEY VOCABULARY   
 

Phonics/Spelling Key Vocabulary 
Phoneme - A single unit of sound 

Diagraph - A type of grapheme where two letters represent one 

phoneme (sound) e.g. each 

Consonants - Most of the letters of the alphabet represent 

consonants; the letters a, e, i, o, u represent vowels 

Vowels - The letters a, e, i, o, u 

Grapheme - A letter, or combination of letters, that corresponds 

to a single phoneme within a word e.g. ten Segment - Break a 

word into phonemes 

Blend - Put the phonemes back together 

Compound Word - A word that contains two or more root words 

e.g. news+paper, ice+cream 

Key Word/Common Exception Word - A word which can’t be 

phonetically decoded 

Prefix - A prefix is added at the beginning of a word in order to turn 

it into another word e.g. disappear 

Suffix - Suffix A suffix is an ‘ending’, used at the end of one word to 

turn it into another word e.g. teacher 

Alternative spellings – a different way of spelling a phoneme. 

Alternative pronunciation – a different way of pronouncing a 

grapheme. 

Reading Key Vocabulary 
Decoding - Breaking down a word into different phonemes to help read it 

Retrieval - Finding information from a text 

Prediction - Saying what will happen next or as a result of something 

Comprehension - Understanding what has been read 

Inference - Making assumptions about what is happening in a text  

Deduction - Using evidence in a text to support an idea 

 

Grammar Key Vocabulary 
Adjective - Used before a noun to make the noun’s meaning more specific e.g. 

tall, blue 

Noun - Nouns are sometimes called ‘naming words’ because they name people, 

places and ‘things’ e.g. table, hotel 

Verb - Verbs are sometimes called ‘doing words’ because many verbs name an 

action that someone does e.g. run, cook 

Adverb - These modifying the verb e.g. quickly, happily 

Statement - States a fact or something that has happened. E.g. You are my 

friend.  

Command - Something you have to do. E.g. Be my friend!  

Exclamation - When something is exclaimed- start with ‘what’ or ‘how’. E.g. 
What a good friend you are!       
 



  

HOW TO HELP 
- correct letter formation  

- Encourage your child to go back through their writing and spot 

anything they could improve. 

- Provide a range of writing opportunities at home 

- Let your child see you writing  

- Don’t over correct independent writing - aim for enthusiasm 

- Where possible, write for a purpose, e.g. Letters, Postcards etc 

 

 

 

 

English – Writing Knowledge  
 

 
 

 

WRITING CHECKLIST  
This term, we will be  

- writing our own stories using the text ‘Ice Trap’ as a 

stimulus 

- writing non-chronological reports famous explorers 

- Writing chronological reports based on the voyage of the 

Titanic. 

- Writing poems based on Pirates/Smugglers 

 

- Sentences begin with a capital letter?  
- Sentences end with either a full stop or appropriate punctuation e.g. 

question mark? 

- Finger spaces between words? 
- Have you used conjunctions? E.g. because, and, so, but 

- Have you reread your work to check it makes sense and to correct 

mistakes? 

- A title and subtitles are included if appropriate?  

- Body of text - relates to the title 

 

  

 

Features of a non-chronological 

report:  

Remember to include: 

 Title 

 Introduction 

 Paragraphs 

 Subheading 

 Fact boxes or bullet points 

 Extra details 

 Factual language 

 Technical language 

 Third person 

 



      
 

 

 

 

Reading! 
At St Augustine’s, we believe that reading is an essential skill for all children and we hope that they enjoy reading for pleasure. After half term, we are launching our 

new ‘Reading Challenge’. The aim, is to encourage children of all ages to read aloud at home to an adult, develop their fluency and their love of reading!  

 

English – Reading Knowledge 

Questions to ask when your child reads to you… Reading Challenge! 
When a child achieves 30 ‘reads’ this success will be shared in our Assembly on a Friday 

and children awarded with a special reading star badge. These badges can be worn 

proudly on their school jumpers! Additional badges can be won at 60 ‘reads, 100 ‘reads’ 

and 150 ‘reads’. 

 

We would like a ‘read’ to mean around 15-20minutes of sharing a book with an adult. 

1 ‘read’ = 1 day. 

 

Read Write Inc 
RWI has now been implemented successfully throughout Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. 

Please continue to read regularly with your child including the online text and quiz. 

Children will be reassessed at the end of this half term and groups will be reallocated 

depending on need. 

We thank you for your support with the implementation of this new scheme.  

 

Accelerated Reader 
For those children who have completed the RWI program and are accessing the Accelerated Reader books – we would like to 

thank everyone for your support with another reading initiative. The children have been undertaking the reading quizzes in 

school and are loving the opportunity to choose their own books to read and share at home.  Please continue to read regularly 

with your child including the online text and quiz. 

Children will be reassessed at the end of this half term and new ZPD ranges will be reallocated accordingly. 

We thank you for your support with the implementation of this new scheme.  



   Spellings 
Your child’s spellings homework will be set each week based on the spellings 
and pronunciations they have learned in school. Five words will be based on 

the alternative spellings and 5 will be on the common exception words. These 
will be set every Friday on Google Classroom. Spelling Checks take place on a 

Friday for the previous week’s words. 

The Key Stage 1 common exception words are below… 

 

This term, we are focusing on alternative spellings, 

pronunciations of the learned GPCs and homophones and  

prefixes. 

See below for a list of alternative pronunciations and spellings. 

 



  Read Write Inc. – Speed Sounds 
Phonics homework will only be set for those children who need to continue to practice specific sounds. If your child does not receive this it is 

important to continue practicing the set one , two and three sounds alongside the alternative pronunciations and spellings so that your child 

keeps them in their long-term memory and can fluently recall them and apply them to reading and writing. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handwriting 
 



 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths – KNOWLEDGE – Properties of shape 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths – KNOWLEDGE – Statistics 



 

 

 

 

Maths – KNOWLEDGE – Fractions 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths – KNOWLEDGE – Multiplication and Division

 Multiplication

 

Division 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious Education 

 
The scriptures are the treasured Word of God for the Jewish and 

Christian communities.  The books used by the Christian community 

record and hand on its story.  The lectionary which is used at Mass 

contains the scriptures used by the community throughout the year. 

Scripture: Luke 1:1-3 Many people have done their best to write a 

report of the things that have taken place among us.  They wrote what 

we have been told by those who saw these things from the beginning 

and who proclaimed the message. 

This Topic: 

Know and understand: 

•  About the different books used at home and in school – 
Explore 
•  The books used in Church on Sunday by the parish family 
– Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and application of the 
above – Respond 

The word Eucharist meaning ‘thanksgiving’.  The Eucharist is another 

name for the Mass.   The parish family gathers to give thanks to God, 

most of all for the gift of Jesus, his Son. 

Scripture: 1 Cor. 11: 23-24 Jesus on the night he was betrayed, took a 

piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, ‘This is my body, 

which is for you.  Do this in memory of me.’ 

This Topic: 

Know and understand: 

•  Different ways to say thank you – Explore 
•  The Eucharist: the parish family thanks God for Jesus – 
Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation celebration and application of the 
above – Respond 



 

 

 

 
          
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PE PSHE/RHE 

Key Questions:  
What sort of boundaries are appropriate in friendships? 

How to recognise and report feeling of being unsafe or feeling bad about 

any adult. 

Year 2 Skills: 

Zigzag through a series of tightly spaced markers.  

Compare his/her performance with others. 

Pupils will explore space and how their body can move to express and 

idea, mood, character or feeling. They will expand their knowledge of 

travelling actions and use them in relation to a stimulus. They will build 

on their understanding of dynamics and expression. They will use 

counts of 8 consistently to keep in time with the music and a partner. 

Pupils will also explore pathways, levels, shapes, directions, speeds 

and timing. They will be given the opportunity to work independently 

and with others to perform and provide feedback beginning to use key 

terminology. 



  

Geography 

Children will develop global awareness by looking in detail at the position of 

the seven continents and five oceans of the world, understanding that the world is spherical and creating their own journeys 

across the world. Children continue to build on their map skills developed in Year 1 using atlases, world maps and globes more 

widely, along with using aerial photographs to recognise human and physical features including landmarks. 

Year 2 Skills  

• Describe simple human and physical features about the continents of the world. 

• Name and begin to locate countries of the world using an atlas or globe. 

• Describe a journey line in detail using key geographical vocabulary. 

• Understand and locate simple climate zones using key terms. 

• Use compass directions (NESW), locational and directional language. 

• Make comparisons between features of different places. 



  

Art 

Year 2 skills 

• Use colour, texture, pattern and line, to 

create landscapes and cityscapes in a 

range of materials. 

• Describe the work of at least two artists, 

identifying one similarity and one 

difference between their work. 

 Mix a range of secondary colours, shades 

and tones.  

 Experiment with tools and techniques inc. 

layering, mixing media, scraping through 

etc.  

 Name different types of paint and their 

properties.  

 Work on a range of scales e.g. Large brush 

on large paper etc. 

 Mix and match colours using artefacts and 

objects. 

We will be looking at landscapes and 

cityscapes including work from the artist 

Ruby Freesia. 



  

ICT Music 

Year 2 Skills: 

 Singing with expression, paying attention to the pitch 
shape of the melody 

 Using sign language in a song 

 Accompanying a song with vocal and instrumental 
ostinati 

 Exploring patterns of physical movement in a game 
song 

 Responding to a song with movement 

 Using simple musical vocabulary to describe music 

Year 2 Skills: 

 Develop collaboration skills through working as part of 
a group  

 Develop research skills through searching for 
information on the internet. 

 Improve note-taking skills through the use of mind 
mapping 

 Develop presentation skills through creating and 
delivering a short multimedia presentation. 



  

Science 

Year 2 Skills: 
Explore and compare the differences 
between things that are living, dead 
and things that have never been alive. 
Identify and name a variety of plants 
and animals in their habitats, including 
microhabitats. 

Through the year, children will be 
taught to use the following practical 
scientific methods, processes and skills 
through the teaching of the programme 
of study content:  

 asking simple questions and 
recognising that they can be answered 
in different ways  

 observing closely, using simple 
equipment  

 performing simple tests  

 identifying and classifying  

 using their observations and ideas to 
suggest answers to questions  

 gathering and recording data to help 

in answering questions. 



Foundation Subject - IMPACT QUESTIONS 

Science     
How can you tell if something is living, dead or 

has never been alive? 

 Computing 
How can you present an image and some text to an audience? 

Geography 
What would be a human and a physical feature on a map? 

 RHE 
What is the best way to ask someone for help if you feel unsafe? 

Art 
How can you create a number of different colours of green? 

 PE 

How many ways can you think of to move within a 
performance? 

Music 

Can you clap a steady beat pattern?  

  

 


