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***ANSWERS 

 

Cowboys can be portrayed in films as leading an exciting life. What impression of cowboy life does the 

writer of ‘On the Plains’ give the reader? 

 

Explain your answer using evidence from the text (2 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Who do you think is more skillful at the job, a trail boss or Bob Lemmons? You will need to read the * 

text to answer this question. 

 

Explain your answer using evidence from the text (3 marks) 

 

 

ANSWERS SHOULD RELATE TO THE SKILLS AND QUALITIES NEEDED FOR THE JOB, NOT JUST THE TASKS 

PERFORMED. 

■ A trail boss: has to be able to ride well; lead the team; guide the way; cope with dangers and 

threats; know where to stay/find water; be responsible for/take care of the men. 

■ Bob Lemmons: has to work on his own; has to know how to ride; understand the ways of wild 

horses; capture wild horses; track wild horses; live in an inhospitable environment. 

 

EXAMPLES: 

● [Bob Lemmons] because you have to know the different clues to find a herd and then you have 

the role of catching them and you have to be ready for all kinds of weather conditions; (3 marks) 

● [Bob Lemmons] I think this because he had to get a herd of horses by himself and the others 

just had to drive a lorry or go and find where to camp; (2 marks) 

● [trail boss] because he meets lots of dangers. Sharon Brown doesn’t have as large dangers and 

Bob Lemmons doesn’t have any dangers. (1 mark) 

 

Also award 2 marks for responses which quote or closely paraphrase the section of text beginning 

The trail boss was in charge ... (page 6) with no interpretation. 

● the trail boss had to give orders carefully in case they got something wrong, check the herd, 

and ride ahead to find water. He would also have to decide on a safe place to camp and look 

after the men. 

 

 


